MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between
American Fisheries Society (AFS)
Association for the Sciences of Limnology and Oceanography (ASLO)
Phycological Society of America (PSA)
Society for Freshwater Science (SFS)
Society of Wetland Scientists (SWS)
To form a Consortium of Aquatic Scientific Societies (CASS)
RECOGNIZING the importance of all aquatic and wetland ecosystems, spanning from
headwaters to oceans, as significant components of the World’s ecosphere;
NOTING that the health of these freshwater, estuarine, and marine ecosystems is
threatened globally by a wide variety of anthropogenic activities;
NOTING that these aquatic ecosystems are critical for the planet’s sustainability, and are
an important economic resource for many nations in sectors such as aquaculture,
fisheries, and tourism;
AWARE OF shared global interests, objectives, and leadership of AFS, ASLO, PSA,
SFS, SWS and other organizations promoting, coordinating, and sharing scientific
expertise and knowledge of these global aquatic ecosystems; and
FURTHER NOTING the common interests of the AFS, ASLO, PSA, SFS, and SWS, and
other organizations in expanding the international scope, membership, and influence of
their respective organizations.
AFS, ASLO, PSA, SFS, and SWS AGREE to promote international aquatic ecosystem
scientific study, education, and outreach via the creation of a Consortium of Aquatic
Scientific Societies (CASS), and cooperation and action between the parties to this
MOU. The parties specifically agree to the following:

1. To jointly promote scientific research on aquatic ecosystems, from headwaters to
the oceans, to better understand the hydrology, ecology, biogeochemistry,
ecosystem services, and economic values of these natural resources.

2. To promote understanding of the importance of these aquatic and wetland
ecosystems in the face of a changing climate, and to share that knowledge with
decision-makers considering the effects of this changing climate.

3. To jointly organize and host, with additional partners where appropriate, regional
or other small-scale workshops on aquatic ecosystem research, policy, and
management issues in association with the respective Annual Meetings, Chapter,
Affiliate, Commission Meetings, and Congresses of the member societies.

4. To leverage our collective scientific knowledge of aquatic ecosystems and their
watersheds to help inform environmental policy decisions.
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5. To develop joint proposals for funding, when possible, to advance the shared
objectives of the member organizations.

6. To promote awareness of CASS member organizations among their respective
memberships through regular publication of information items noting
conferences, publications, and activities in the respective publications and web
sites of the organizations.

7. To develop and host a web portal among the CASS member organizations to
facilitate sharing of information and outreach to external users of scientific
information on aquatic and wetland issues.

8. To encourage submission of professional papers on aquatic ecology in the CASS
member organizations’ journals and other publications.

9. To promote expanded participation of each organizations’ members, Chapters,
and National Committees through membership and attendance at each other’s
symposia or workshops and annual and regional meetings.

10. To seek opportunities for sharing of expertise and professional standards among
CASS members, and training of aquatic scientists, particularly in developing
countries.

11. To promote active participation in scientific meetings and international
memberships in all CASS organizations, particularly among scientists from
developing countries.

12. To jointly promote global awareness of the wide range of important functions
and values carried out by aquatic ecosystems.

13. To share governance, meeting and other best practices and lessons learned to
promote better efficiency and effectiveness of the individual organizations.

14. This MOU may be amended from time to time, by written consent of all parties
hereto, to (among other things) include other organizations.

15. Presidents and organizational representatives will communicate regularly
(usually monthly conference calls) to conduct CASS business, including the
discussion and planning of CASS-sponsored events.

16. All parties must diligently and conscientiously attempt to make decisions by
consensus with full and careful consideration of minority views. When a
consensus cannot be achieved, a single vote/member organization shall be
taken by either the President or a designated CASS representative of each
member organization.

17. Only organizations involved in a CASS-sponsored event will be expected to
contribute financially toward the expenses incurred for said event.

18. No party to this MOU shall have any legal or financial obligations to CASS or to
any other party to this MOU, unless agreed in writing and signed by the relevant
party or parties.
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19. This MOU shall become effective upon the signature of all parties hereto and
may be renewed annually at the discretion of all parties hereto.

20. Any party to this MOU may withdraw from CASS upon two (2) weeks prior
written notice.
Signed on behalf of their respective organizations.

	
   	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

_______________________________________
Dr. Robert M. Hughes
President, AFS
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__________
Date

_________________________
Dr. Jim Elser
President, ASLO

Date 14 August 2014

_______________________________________
Dr. John W. Stiller
President, PSA

8 Aug 2014
Date

Dr. David Strayer
President, SFS

_
Dr. Jim Perry
President, SWS

18 August, 2014
__________
Date

________________

8/20/2014
Date

